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Chairman and Members of the Your contact: Martin Ibrahim
Councill Ext: 2173
Date: 24 July 2013

cc. All other recipients of the Council
agenda

Dear Councillor
COUNCIL - 24 JULY 2013: SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA NO 2

Please find attached the following reports which were marked “to follow” on
the agenda for the above meeting:

6. Members' questions (Pages 3 - 4)
To receive any Members' questions.
8. Executive Report - 23 July 2013 (Pages 5 - 16)

To receive a report from the Leader of the Council and to consider
recommendations on the matters below:

(A) Business Case for Shared Services — (for ICT, Business Improvement,
Print and Design) (Minute 142 refers)

(B) Hertford Theatre Capital (Minute 143 refers)

19. Development Management Committee: Minutes 17 July 2013 (Pages 17 -
34)

Chairman: Councillor Mrs R Cheswright



Yours faithfully

Martin [brahim

Democratic Services Team Leader
Democratic Services
martin.ibrahim@eastherts.qov.uk

MEETING : COUNCIL
VENUE : COUNCIL CHAMBER, WALLFIELDS, HERTFORD
DATE : WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 2013

TIME : 7.00 PM



Agenda Item 6

COUNCIL — 24 JULY 2013

MEMBERS’ QUESTION

Question 1

Councillor P Ruffles to ask the Executive Member for Community Safety
and Environment:

Is Councillor Alexander able to provide an update on his progress towards
the generation of hydro-power from the flow of the Lea at Hertford, to
provide so many benefits, not least of which would be power charge costs
for Hertford Theatre?

Question 2

Councillor E Buckmaster to ask the Executive Member for Health, Housing
and Community Support:

Public health delivery is currently going through many changes, and is
under great pressure to make improvements. Can the Executive Member
for Health Housing and Community Support comment on the role of East
Herts Council in the Public Health arena, and particular, the part that we as
individual members can play in the process?
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Agenda Item 8

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
EXECUTIVE HELD IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER, WALLFIELDS, HERTFORD ON
TUESDAY 23 JULY 2013, AT 6.00 PM

PRESENT: Councillor A Jackson (Chairman/Leader)
Councillors M Alexander, L Haysey,
P Phillips and M Tindale.

ALSO PRESENT:

Councillors D Andrews, R Beeching,

E Buckmaster, G McAndrew, M McMullen,
T Page, J Ranger, P Ruffles, J Thornton and
G Williamson.

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Simon Drinkwater - Director of
Neighbourhood
Services

Martin Ibrahim - Democratic
Services Team
Leader

Will O'Neill - Head of
Communications,
Engagement and
Cultural Services

George A Robertson - Chief Executive
and Director of
Customer and
Community
Services

Adele Taylor - Director of Finance
and Support
Services
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BUSINESS CASE FOR SHARED SERVICES - (FOR ICT,
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT, PRINT AND DESIGN) (1)

The Executive Member for Economic Development
submitted a report seeking approval for the creation of a
shared ICT, Business Improvement, Print and Design
service with Stevenage Borough Council.

The Executive recommended the proposals as now
detailed.

RECOMMENDED - that (A) the delivery of ICT,
Business Improvement, Print and Design service
functions be delegated to Stevenage Borough
Council; and

(B) additional capital funding of £82,500 to be
added to the capital programme to support the
delivery of shared services, be approved.

(see also Minute 148)

HERTFORD THEATRE CAPITAL

The Executive Member for Health, Housing and
Community Support submitted a request for capital to be
allocated to upgrading lighting, audio and other technical
equipment, and the seating in the auditorium at Hertford
Theatre.

The Executive noted that in order to enable continued
growth in the business within the context of better than
anticipated performance against the original business
plan targets, the case for the proposed investment was
overwhelming. Details of the equipment upgrading were
set out in the report now submitted.

The Executive Member suggested an amendment in
respect of the proposal on the seating in the auditorium.
She proposed that a detailed specification be drawn up
and that tenders be sought. Following this, a report
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147

seeking the necessary capital allocation would be
submitted to the Executive.

The Executive recommended the proposals as now
amended.

RECOMMENDED - that (A) £64,500 be added to the
Capital Programme for essential upgrades to audio,
lighting and technical equipment at Hertford
Theatre as specified in Essential Reference Paper
‘C’ of the report submitted; and

(B) in respect of upgrading the seating in the
auditorium at Hertford Theatre, a further report be
submitted following the tendering process.

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of
Councillors M Carver and S Rutland-Barsby.

MINUTES

RESOLVED - that the Minutes of the Executive
meeting held on 4 June 2013 be confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Leader.

LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Leader advised that the Economic Development team
had organised for Members a tour of the District showcasing
various business enterprises that the Council had assisted.
This would be held on 2 September 2013 and details would
be circulated in due course.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

In respect of Minute 151 — Provision of Affordable Homes with
Registered Providers in the District, Councillor M Alexander
declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in that he was Board
Member of Riversmead Housing Association. He left the
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chamber whilst this matter was considered.

BUSINESS CASE FOR SHARED SERVICES - (FOR ICT,
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT, PRINT AND DESIGN) (2)

The Executive Member for Economic Development submitted
a report seeking approval for the creation of a shared ICT,
Business Improvement, Print and Design service with
Stevenage Borough Council. The Executive recalled that, in
November 2011, it had approved a report on Shared Support
Services which recommended that the detailed business case
for sharing these support services be developed.

The Executive Member referred to the business case as
detailed at Essential Reference Paper ‘B’ and suggested that
the case was persuasive. He outlined the three main
objectives for the services, namely delivering efficiencies,
strengthening resilience and increasing capacity to support
ongoing service development. The key conclusions from the
business case were set out in the Executive Summary now
submitted. Details of human resource, finance and
accommodation implications were also set out.

In response to Members’ questions on conflict resolution, the
Executive Member expressed his confidence that each
Authority’s Strategy document would enable them to move
forward. The Director of Finance and Support Services added
that the partnership agreement would be a legal arrangement
that spelt out the staged methods of conflict resolution.
Disengagement from the agreement would be a last resort,
but would nevertheless, be outlined in a protocol to be
developed. She suggested that this was an issue that
perhaps Corporate Business Scrutiny Committee might wish
to look at in the future.

The Leader added that the Revenues and Benefits shared
service demonstrated a constructive working partnership
between the two Authorities.

The Executive approved the proposals as now detailed.
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RESOLVED - that (A) the proposal for delivery of ICT,
Business Improvement, Print and Design services
through a shared services with Stevenage Borough
Council, including the transfer of staff who fall in scope
of the partnership from East Herts Council to
Stevenage Borough Council under the Transfer of
Undertakings (Protection of Employment) Regulations
(TUPE) 2006, be approved,;

(B) asupplementary Revenue estimate of £85,000
to be met from the planning contingency, be approved,
and

(C) delegated authority be given to the Director of
Finance and Support Services in consultation with the

ICT portfolio Holder, to negotiate and agree a
partnership agreement to implement these proposals.

(see also Minute 142)

ICT INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT

The Executive Member for Economic Development submitted
a report on ICT infrastructure costs as a result of the decisions
taken elsewhere in respect of shared services. A core part of
that proposal was to implement a shared data centre with
Stevenage Borough Council, in which the majority of the ICT
infrastructure required by the two Authorities would be
housed.

The Executive Member set out the estimated cost of ICT
infrastructure for East Herts Council under the shared service
arrangement and compared that estimate to the cost of
investing in infrastructure as a single authority over the same
seven year period. The savings identified were set out in the
report now submitted. He did not attempt to identify the future
need to invest in ICT business applications, as a programme
of work to review the Council’s key line of business
applications would be undertaken as a separate exercise.

In response to a question on the level of coordination with
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Stevenage Borough Council, the Director of Finance and
Support Services commented that this would be defined by
the ICT Strategy and compatibility would be taken as far as
possible. She reminded Members of the role of the IT
Strategy Group in overseeing software requirements.

The Executive approved the proposals as now detailed.
RESOLVED - that (A) the findings of the ICT Health

check and limitations in the current ICT Infrastructure
referred to in section 2 of this report, be noted;

(B) the new investment programme for ICT
Infrastructure 2013/14 to 2020/21 of £860,943 as set
out in Essential Reference Paper C, be approved; and

(C) £400,000 of the £630,000 estimated saving on
ICT Infrastructure over 7 years be set aside to fund
new line of business applications in 2013/14 and
2014/15.

150 RESOLUTION OF OBJECTIONS TO THE "CHANTRY"
SCHEME CHANGES

The Executive Member for Economic Development submitted
a report outlining Officer recommendations relating to
objections received in respect of a proposed amendment to
the Chantry Resident Permit parking scheme.

The Executive recalled that this scheme had been introduced
in April 2012, covering 16 roads and approximately 650
properties. As part of a formal review process, the Council
had completed an assessment of the scheme amongst
households within the zone in June 2013, which had included
a questionnaire for residents. 308 responses had been
received and as a result of suggested amendments, a Traffic
Regulation Order was advertised in April 2013. 19 formal
objections had been submitted as detailed in the report now
submitted. The Executive Member set out proposed
responses to each objection.
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The Executive considered the representations made and the
Officer responses and approved the implementation of the
scheme as amended.

RESOLVED - that (A) the representations and
subsequent recommendations made by Officers in
respect of objections received be considered, and

(B)  Officers be instructed to proceed with the
implementation of the scheme as detailed in the report
submitted.

PROVISION OF AFFORDABLE HOMES WITH
REGISTERED PROVIDERS IN THE DISTRICT

The Executive Member for Health, Housing and Community
Support submitted a report seeking approval to undertake
land transfers to Registered Providers for the provision of
affordable homes.

The Executive noted that Riversmead/Network Housing
Association had gained planning permission to develop at 17 -
28 Grass Warren, Tewin, comprising a mix of 1 x 4 bed
detached house, 4 x 3 bed semi-detached houses and 3 x2
bed bungalows. The planning permission had included a
parcel of land which was currently in East Herts Council’'s
ownership. The Executive Member detailed the proposed
land transfer, the potential value of the clawback and the
nomination rights.

The Executive Member also proposed an amendment to the
effect that the proposed delegation to Officers be subjected to
the Asset Management Group having to confirm that a
proposed disposal for affordable housing was most
appropriate. This was agreed by the Executive.

In response to Members’ questions, the Executive Member
referred to ongoing discussions that Officers held with
Housing Associations on the types of houses to be developed,
and in particular, the need for more two bedroom units.
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The Executive approved the proposals as now detailed.

RESOLVED - that (A) the Council agree to the transfer
for £1 to Riversmead/Network Housing Associations,
the land identified at Grass Warren, Tewin in exchange
for nomination rights to lettings;

(B) the Council agree to revoke clawback under the
Local Voluntary Stock Transfer agreement on the 4 bed
house to be developed to the south of no.14 Cannons
Meadow to be developed for market sale; and

(C) the Council agree in principle that delegated
powers be given to the Director of Neighbourhood
Services and the Executive Member for Health,
Housing and Community Support the decision on any
future land transfers required to aid sustainable
affordable housing development in the District with
Registered Providers, subject to a detailed review by
the Council’'s Asset Management Group and
confirmation that such land would be best utilised for
affordable housing.

152  VEHICLE REMOVALS

The Executive Member for Economic Development submitted
a report re-appraising the cost/benefits of the proposed
implementation of vehicle removals for persistent penalty
charge notice evasion. He detailed the original decision to
implement the scheme in December 2012 and the information
that had since come to light making the scheme impractical.
Therefore, he proposed that the project not be progressed.

The Executive approved the proposal as now detailed.
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154

155

156

GENERAL FUND REVENUE AND CAPITAL OUTTURN
2012/13

The Executive Member for Finance submitted a report
advising of the General Fund Revenue Outturn for 2012/13
and the significant variances against the approved Estimates.
He also advised of the financing arrangements for the Capital
Outturn for 2012/13 and the planned funding of the updated
2013/14 capital programme.

The Executive approved the proposals as now detailed.

RESOLVED - that (A) the General Fund Revenue Out-
turn for 2012/13 be approved; and

(B) the level of fund Balances at 31 March 2013 as
set out within the report, be noted.

MONTHLY CORPORATE HEALTHCHECK - MAY 2013

The Leader of the Council submitted an exception report on
finance and performance monitoring for May 2013.

The Executive noted the report.
RESOLVED - that the change to EHPI 181 that it will

only be measuring housing benefit performance as
detailed at paragraph 2.6 of the report, be noted.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

The Executive passed a resolution pursuant to Section
100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 to exclude the
press and public during consideration of the business referred
to at Minutes 156 - 157 below on the grounds that they
involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined
in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

CCTV PARTNERSHIP - INCORPORATION OF COMPANY

The Executive Member for Community Safety and
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Environment submitted a report on proposed arrangements
for the incorporation of a new company to conduct the
commercial trading affairs of the Hertfordshire CCTV
Partnership. The Partnership comprised Stevenage Borough
Council, North Herts District Council, East Herts Council and
Hertsmere Borough Council.

The proposal had arisen from a lengthy and protracted
investigation by the CCTV Partnership, as detailed in the
report now submitted. It was recommended that a company
to conduct the Partnership’s commercial CCTV affairs in the
most effective, efficient and economical way for each of the
partners, be created.

In response to Members’ questions, the Director of
Neighbourhood Services commented that the Directors on the
new Board would have to be trained for their role. The Leader
stated that Councillor J Thornton’s view that the majority of
Board Members should not be Officers would be noted and
considered.

The Leader praised the work of the partnership and
suggested that perhaps another visit to the CCTV Centre
would be of interest to Members.

The Executive approved the proposals as now detailed.

RESOLVED - that (A) the report be received; and

(B)  the incorporation of a new company to conduct
the commercial trading affairs of the Hertfordshire
CCTV Partnership, be approved.

SALE OF LAND AND BUILDINGS AT SOUTH STREET AND
RIVERSIDE WALK, BISHOP’S STORTFORD

The Executive Member for Finance submitted a report
seeking consent for the sale of land and buildings at South
Street and Riverside Walk, Bishop’s Stortford, to Portland
Place plc on the terms set out in the report now submitted.
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The properties had been identified as surplus to requirements
and had been marketed resulting in the offers now detailed in
the report submitted.

In response to a question by Councillor T Page on whether a
professional valuation had been sought, the Executive
Member for Finance commented that the properties had been
marketed by a commercial agent and the offers received were
detailed in the report. He suggested that actual testing in the
market provided a best possible valuation. The Executive
Member undertook to provide in writing, the nominal value of
the properties as listed for accounting purposes.

In response to a question by Councillor T Page on whether
the proposed decision, if taken, would compromise Members
at Development Management Committee when the planning
application was submitted, the Leader stated that this issue
had been considered by the Executive. The Executive
Member for Community Safety and Environment, as the only
Executive Member who was also a member of the
Development Management Committee, would have to be
mindful of his obligations when this matter came forward for
determination.

The Executive approved the proposal now detailed.

RESOLVED - that subject to the purchaser receiving
planning consent for development, 39 & 39b South
Street and the former public conveniences at Riverside
Walk be sold to Portland Place Plc for the sum detailed
in the report submitted.

The meeting closed at 7.23 pm

Chairman o

Date
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PRESENT:

Agenda Item 19

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
(FORMERLY CONTROL) COMMITTEE
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,
WALLFIELDS, HERTFORD ON
WEDNESDAY 17 JULY 2013, AT 7.00 PM

Councillor Mrs R Cheswright (Chairman).
Councillors M Alexander, D Andrews,

E Bedford, S Bull, A Burlton, K Crofton,

P Moore, M Newman, T Page, N Symonds
and G Williamson.

ALSO PRESENT:

Councillors W Ashley, J Jones and P Ruffles.

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:

APOLOGY

Liz Aston - Development
Team Manager
(East)
Democratic
Services Officer
Glyn Day - Principal Planning
Enforcement
Officer
Director of
Neighbourhood
Services
Tim Hagyard - Development
Team Manager
(West)
Kevin Steptoe - Head of Planning
and Building
Control Services

Lorraine Blackburn

Simon Drinkwater

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of
Councillor G Jones. It was noted that Councillor T Page
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was in attendance as substitute for Councillor G Jones.

CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Members were reminded that the Bishop’s Stortford North
Public Briefing was due to take place in the Charis
Centre, Water Lane, Bishop’s Stortford at 7.00 pm on
Thursday 18 July 2013.

MINUTES — 19 JUNE 2013

RESOLVED - that the Minutes of the meeting held
on 19 June 2013 be confirmed as a correct record
and signed by the Chairman.

3/13/0737/RP — RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT OF 26
DWELLINGS - APPROVAL OF DETAILS IN RESPECT OF
APPEARANCE, SCALE AND LAYOUT, FOLLOWING
OUTLINE APPROVAL OF LPA REF. 3/10/2040/FP AT LAND
OFF LONGMEAD, BUNTINGFORD, SG9 9EF FOR
MATTHEW HOMES

Mr Nigel Chowney addressed the Committee against the
application. Mr Bob Harrington spoke for the application.

The Director of Neighbourhood Services recommended
that, in respect of application 3/13/0737/RP, planning
permission be granted subject to the conditions detailed
in the report now submitted. He drew attention to the
additional representations which had been submitted and
circulated to Members.

Councillor S Bull welcomed the changes but expressed
concerns regarding the height of some of the houses on
the basis that, in future, occupiers might wish to apply for
loft conversions and the effect this would have on
neighbouring residents. He stated that the pitch of the
roofs was very steep and sought assurance that the
footpath would be maintained.

Councillor M Newman referred to the height of the roofs
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and the angle of the pitch and felt this was unduly high.
He asked whether permitted development rights could be
removed in relation to loft conversions.

The Director advised that the design and pitch was not
unusual and that permission had been granted for similar
properties, adding that shallower roofs might impact on
their visual appearance. In terms of the removal of
permitted development rights, he advised that this would
impact on the building regulations and the occupier would
have to submit a planning application for a loft
conversion. The Director stated that the site was remote
from other properties in Buntingford.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, the
Committee supported the recommendation of the Director
of Neighbourhood Services as now submitted.

RESOLVED - that in respect of application
3/13/0737/RP, planning permission be granted
subject to the conditions detailed in the report now
submitted.

A) 3/13/0333/FP AND B) 3/13/0334/LC — DEMOLITION OF
THE ROEBUCK HOTEL AND ERECTION OF 2NO 3
BEDROOM HOUSES, 8NO 4 BEDROOM AND 4NO 5
BEDROOM HOUSES TOGETHER WITH ASSOCIATED
ACCESS, CAR PARKING, LANDSCAPING AND RELATED
WORK AT THE ROEBUCK HOTEL, BALDOCK STREET,
WARE, SG12 9DR FOR ONE PROPERTY GROUP AND
AKERRON HOTEL GROUP LTD

Mr Trevor Dodkins spoke for the application.

The Director of Neighbourhood Services recommended
that, subject to the applicant entering into a legal
obligation pursuant to Section 106 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990, in respect of application
3/13/0333/FP, planning permission be granted subject to
the conditions detailed in the report now submitted.
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The Director of Neighbourhood Services also
recommended that, in respect of application
3/13/0334/LC, conservation area consent be granted
subject to the conditions detailed in the report now
submitted.

The Chairman read out the contents of an email from
Councillor J Wing who strongly opposed the application.

The Director referred to the additional representations
which had been received to the application, including a
list of additional conditions required by the Environment
Agency. He added that an amended layout plan had also
been submitted.

Councillor M Alexander referred to the loss of
employment and employment land in Ware and the
surrounding area. He stressed the need for the District to
have local employment and stated that the Roebuck Hotel
had been a very popular venue many years ago.

Councillor Alexander reminded Members that the owner
of Fanhams Hotel had recently put in an application for 50
additional rooms. He queried what the owners were
doing to ensure that the hotel was viable. He stated that
there was no affordable housing within the proposal and
queried the rationale of putting a five bedroomed house
next to a fire station. He urged Members not to agree to
the loss of employment land.

Councillor D Andrews stated that the Roebuck Hotel had
a lot of potential and that Ware did not need more
houses. This view was supported by Councillor S Bull
who referred to the hotel’s previous use as a conference
centre. He suggested that the hotel was being allowed to
be run down and this was having a negative impact on
the community. Councillor S Bull commented that the
hotel was in a good position for further development and
improvement.

Councillor E Bedford referred to the hotel’'s earlier
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success and that poor management of the bar showed
that the place was being allowed to run down. Councillor
K Crofton referred to the need to retain business in the
town and the removal of the hotel would be a tragedy.

The Director urged Members to be cautious in their
deliberations and reminded them that their decisions must
be made solely on planning issues. Policies around loss
of sites which generated employment would be
appropriate considerations.

Councillor P Moore stated that a hotel was needed in
Ware and that these were not nostalgic considerations.
She added that money had not been invested in the hotel.

Councillor M Newman recognised the attraction of the
hotel and stressed the need to find other business
opportunities which might generate employment in the
area.

Councillor M Alexander proposed and Councillor D
Andrews seconded, a motion that applications
3/13/0333/FP and 3/13/0334/LC be refused on the
grounds that this would result in the loss of employment
land and be detrimental to the conservation area.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, this
motion was declared CARRIED.

The Committee rejected the recommendations of the
Director of Neighbourhood Services as how submitted.

RESOLVED - that (A) in respect of application
3/13/0333/FP, planning permission be refused for
the following reason:

1.  The current hotel use of the site provides
valuable local employment and the council is
not satisfied that the continued use of the site
for a hotel or for other employment generating
uses has been fully explored without success.
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The loss of the site would be detrimental to
the economic wellbeing of the town, contrary
to policy EDE2 of the East Herts Local Plan
Second Review April 2007 and the National
Planning Policy Framework.

(B) in respect of application 3/13/0334/LC,
conservation area consent be refused for the
following reason:

1. In the absence of an approved scheme for the
redevelopment of the site, the loss of the
existing building would be detrimental to the
character and appearance of the Ware
Conservation Area, contrary to the National
Planning Policy Framework.

3/13/0711/FO — CHANGE OF USE OF 2NO. CLASS B1
OFFICE BUILDINGS TO CREATE 12NO. 1 AND 2 BED
RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS - VARIATION OF APPROVED
PLANS IN RESPECT OF LANDSCAPING AGREED UNDER
LPA REFERENCE 3/12/1409/FP AT BUILDINGS 6 AND 7,
BLUECOATS AVENUE, HERTFORD, HERTS, SG14 1PU
FOR BLUECOATS JOINT VENTURE

The Director of Neighbourhood Services recommended
that, subject to the applicant or successor in title entering
into a deed of variation in respect of the existing legal
agreement previously agreed under LPA reference
3/12/1409/FP, to include reference to application
3/13/0711/FO, planning permission be granted subject to
the conditions detailed in the report now submitted.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, the
Committee supported the recommendations of the
Director of Neighbourhood Services as now submitted.

RESOLVED - that, subject to the applicant or
successor in title entering into a deed of variation
in respect of the existing legal agreement
previously agreed under LPA reference
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3/12/1409/FP, to include reference to application
3/13/0711/FO, planning permission be granted
subject to the conditions detailed in the report now
submitted.

3/12/0834/FO — VARIATION OF CONDITION 26 OF LPA
REF. 3/03/2047/FP TO ALLOW THE SPORTS HALL TO BE
USED FOR PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY USE BETWEEN
THE HOURS OF 8AM AND 11PM MONDAY TO
SATURDAYS AND 9AM TO 10PM ON SUNDAYS AND
BANK HOLIDAYS AND FOR 24 HOURS USE UP TO 10
TIMES A YEAR AT ST MARY'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL,
WINDHILL, BISHOP'S STORTFORD, HERTS, CM23 2NQ
FOR ST MARY'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Mr Bonich spoke for the application.

The Director of Neighbourhood Services recommended
that, in respect of application 3/12/0834/FO, planning
permission be granted subject to the conditions detailed
in the report now submitted.

Councillor S Bull supported Mr Bonich’s comments
adding that it was a wonderful opportunity for young
people in the area.

Councillor A Burlton supported the application and was
pleased to see that its use for 24 hours up to 10 times a
year was not needed and that this would now only be
twice a year.

Councillor N Symonds referred to the fact that this was
the only sports hall in that part of town. She also
supported the application.

Councillor T Page referred to an email which Councillor G
Jones had asked him to read out expressing concern
regarding the extension of hours adding that the school
only needed this twice a year.

Councillor K Crofton supported the application adding that
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the proposal was well away from residents homes and
cautioned against being overly restrictive.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, the
Committee supported the recommendation of the Director
of Neighbourhood Services.

RESOLVED - that in respect of application
3/12/0834/FO, planning permission be granted
subject to the following amended conditions:

1.  The use of the sports hall shall be restricted
for use by members of the public between the
hours of 8am and 11pm Monday to Saturdays
and 9am to 10pm on Sundays and Bank
Holidays and used for 24 hours up to 2 times
a year by members of the public.

Reason: In the interests of the amenities of
neighbouring occupants and in accordance
with policy ENV1 of the East Herts Local Plan
Second Review April 2007.

2. The school shall keep a written log of any use
of the hall by members of the public after
11pm (Mondays to Saturdays) and 10pm (on
Sundays or Bank Holidays) and shall upon
request provide that log to the local planning
authority within 14 days.

Reason: To ensure that the local planning
authority is able to monitor the restricted use
of the sports hall in the interests of the
amenities of nearby occupiers and in
accordance with policy ENV1 of the East
Herts Local Plan Second Review April 2007.

Summary of Reasons for Decision

East Herts Council has considered the applicant’'s
proposal in a positive and proactive manner with
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regard to the policies of the Development Plan
(Minerals Local Plan, Waste Core Strategy and
Development Management Policies DPD 2012 and
the 'saved’ policies of the East Herts Local Plan
Second Review April 2007; the National Planning
Policy Framework and in accordance with the
Town and Country Planning (Development
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2012
(as amended). The balance of the considerations
having regard to those policies is that permission
should be granted.

(A) 3/13/0368/FP AND (B) 3/13/0369/LC — DEMOLITION OF
OUT BUILDINGS AND COVERED YARD ADJOINING THE
RIVER, ERECTION OF A SINGLE HOUSE, ALTERATIONS
AND EXTENSIONS TO CONVERT FORMER SORTING
OFFICE TO 11 HOUSES, REFURBISHMENT OF OFFICE
BUILDING, EXTERNAL WORKS AND APPROPRIATE
HARDSCAPING AT LAND TO REAR OF 57 HIGH STREET,
WARE, HERTFORDSHIRE, SG12 9AD FOR KEITH
ASHMAN, WHITE HART DEVELOPMENTS

The Director of Neighbourhood Services recommended
that, subject to the applicant entering into a legal
obligation pursuant to Section 106 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990, in respect of application
3/13/0368/FP, planning permission be granted subject to
the conditions detailed in the report now submitted.

The Director of Neighbourhood Services also
recommended that, in respect of application
3/13/0369/LC, conservation area consent be granted
subject to the conditions detailed in the report now
submitted.

Councillor M Alexander referred to the access and egress
arrangements and the fact that 11 houses would generate
at least 11 cars. He questioned how emergency, refuse
and construction vehicles could access the site.

Councillor M Newman expressed concern at the design of
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the new build which, he felt, was not in keeping with the
other buildings. He was also unhappy with the access
and egress especially for emergency vehicles.

Councillor P Moore referred to the very narrow access to
the site. Councillor E Bedford suggested that the
proposals be redesigned or modified to suit the riverside.

The Director explained that the building design had to be
sympathetic within the Conservation Area and referred to
the fact that the gazebo was a listed building. He agreed
that the access was constrained but that the buildings
needed a use to survive and that the Highways Agency
had stated that a commercial use of the area was less
preferential. As this was not a new-build, the impact of
construction vehicles would be kept to a minimum.

The Director referred to the fact that the existing building
currently had asbestos within it, which would need to be
removed. He referred to comments which had been
received from the Environment Agency that flooding on
this site was unlikely. On balance, Officers felt that the
proposals would be an improvement to the riverside site
and the gazebo.

The Director acknowledged that it was a long narrow plot
and that there were issues regarding services and
access. He referred to the fact that it was a in a town
centre location and that the Council would get the benefits
of reusing the building and supporting small schemes in
the area. He added that larger properties would generate
more vehicles but smaller properties might attract
commuters. He reminded Members of the Council’s
parking standards in that the Council would accommodate
a reduction in parking standards in community centre
locations.

Councillor M Newman proposed and Councillor M
Alexander seconded, a motion that applications
3/13/0368/FP and 3/13/0369/LC be refused on the
grounds that the design of the building on the southern

Page 26



DC

part of the site was inappropriate to the character of the
area and that the absence of an acceptable scheme for
the demolition of the site would have a harmful effect on

the area.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, this
motion was declared CARRIED. The Committee rejected
the recommendations of the Director of Neighbourhood
Services as now submitted.

RESOLVED - that (A) in respect of application

3/13/0368/FP, planning permission be refused for
the following reasons:

1.

2.

The proposed new build dwelling at the
southern end of the site is considered to be of
an inappropriate design that fails to respect
the character and appearance of the
surrounding area including the adjacent river
setting and the Ware Conservation Area. The
proposal is thereby contrary to policies HSG?7,
ENV1 and BH6 of the East Herts Local Plan
Second Review April 2007 and the National
Planning Policy Framework.

Flooding Sequential Test (BO92).

(B) in respect of application 3/13/0369/LC,
conservation area consent be refused for the
following reason:

1.

In the absence of satisfactory proposals for
the use or development of the southern part of
the site, the demolition of the riverside building
is considered to have a harmful and
unacceptable impact on the character and the
appearance of the Ware Conservation Area,
contrary to Section 12 of the National Planning
Policy Framework.
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136 3/13/0343/SV — MODIFICATION OF S106 AGREEMENT
FOR 3/10/1522/FP TO REDUCE THE AFFORDABLE
HOUSING PROVISION FROM 23 UNITS TO 13 UNITS ON
GROUNDS OF ECONOMIC VIABILITY AT WALLACE LAND,
BUNTINGFORD ROAD, PUCKERIDGE, SG11 1RT FOR
RIALTO HOMES LTD

The Director of Neighbourhood Services recommended
that, subject to the time limit and the conditions detailed in
the report now submitted, in respect of application
3/13/0343/SV, East Herts Council agrees to a variation of
the Section 106 agreement to reduce the number of
affordable houses to 13 units, comprising 10 units for
social rent and 3 units for shared ownership.

Councillor D Andrews referred to the viability assessment
adding that he was not unsympathetic to the application
but that the village needed social housing. He stated that
such housing need not be cheap, adding that most were
let at current market value. He referred to the costs of the
archaeological works and of the need to work with the
developer to find something closer to the affordable
housing figure previously agreed. Councillor Andrews
stated that the developers should have known that the
site was opposite a major Roman conurbation.

Councillor A Burlton referred to the developer’s error in
his costings, stating that it was not an issue for the
Council to resolve, but for the developer to absorb.

Councillor T Page stated that he could not see the
relevance of the legal modification adding that it was the
developer’s miscalculation. He referred to the Council's
duty to young people, particularly in villages to provide
affordable housing and that agreeing to this request
would set a precedent. Councillor N Symonds supported
this viewpoint adding that the developers should have
looked at the cost of the land to see if they could afford to
build.

Councillor M Alexander stated that the Council would not
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have originally approved this from the viewpoint of 13
affordable homes and stated that this was a dangerous
digression from policy.

Councillor S Bull referred to the fact that Rialto had been
in business a long time and should have known the cost
of land. Councillor P Moore referred to the need to build
communities for families. She would not support the
proposal.

The Director stated that independent advice had been
sought in relation to the viability of costs and suggested
that there was an element of negotiation needed in
relation to the number of units and that due consideration
and recognition needed to be given to the archaeological
costs. He stated that it was reasonable for the
developers to achieve a profit at the market value of the
site.

The Director emphasised that reducing the number of
units would not create a precedent, as each would be
considered on its merits. He referred to the need for the
Council to deliver housing and that it did not have
adequate land in this particular area and of its designation
for housing purposes in the development plan. The
Director stated that professional independent advice had
recommended that the Council accept the revised
scheme.

Councillor K Crofton urged Members to be flexible adding
that it was an exceptional situation and that, unless the
Council did something, it could lose a good development.
He urged the need for further consideration and
negotiation.

The Director was uncertain that further scrutiny of the
figures would bring about anything different to what was
being proposed.

Councillor A Burlton proposed and Councillor D Andrews
seconded, a motion that the application be deferred to
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enable Officers to enter into further discussions to seek to
secure enhanced affordable housing provision.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, this
motion was declared CARRIED. The Committee rejected
the recommendation of the Director of Neighbourhood
Services as now detailed.

RESOLVED - that the application be deferred to
enable Officers to enter into further discussions to
seek to secure enhanced affordable housing
provision.

3/13/0616/FP — TWO STOREY REAR EXTENSION WITH
BALCONY, FIRST FLOOR SIDE EXTENSION WITH
ROOFLIGHTS AND CONVERSION OF LOFT SPACE AT
FARTHINGS, STATION ROAD, MUCH HADHAM, SG10 6AX
FOR MR F HIGGS

The Director of Neighbourhood Services recommended
that, in respect of application 3/13/0616/FP, planning
permission be granted subject to the conditions detailed
in the report now submitted. He referred to an email from
Councillor M Carver which had been circulated to all
Members expressing his concerns about the application.

Councillor P Moore stated that she had visited the site
and that it was not possible to see the house from the
street. She could see nothing wrong with the application,
adding that there were mainly large homes in the area.

Councillor S Bull referred to the fact that the property had
undergone a number of improvements over the years.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, the
Committee supported the recommendation of the Director
of Neighbourhood Services as now submitted.

RESOLVED - that in respect of application
3/13/0616/FP, planning permission be granted
subject to the conditions detailed in the report now
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submitted.

3/13/0631/FP — PROPOSED WORKS COMPRISING
DEMOLITION OF EXISTING OUTBUILDING AND TWO
STOREY REAR EXTENSION AT GARDEN COTTAGE,
CHURCH LANE, HUNSDON, SG12 8PP FOR MR P
LAVELLE

The Director of Neighbourhood Services recommended
that, in respect of application 3/13/0631/FP, planning
permission be granted subject to the conditions detailed
in the report now submitted.

Councillor M Newman expressed his concerns about the
application, its footprint and access to the site primarily on
the grounds that he felt that the site was overdeveloped
and because of its impact on Copt Hall. In response to a
query, the Director provided an explanation on the
dimensions of the property in terms of its square footage.

Councillor K Crofton stated that this application was not
harming anyone and of the need to take note of Officer’s
advice. He believed that the application would be
successful on appeal if Members refused it.

Councillor M Newman proposed and Councillor T Page
seconded, a motion that application 3/13/0631/FP be
refused on the grounds that this amounted to
overdevelopment of the site.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, this
motion was declared LOST.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, the
Committee supported the recommendation of the Director
of Neighbourhood Services as now submitted.

RESOLVED - that in respect of application
3/13/0631/FP, planning permission be granted
subject to the conditions detailed in the report now
submitted.
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3/13/0946/PO — PRIOR NOTIFICATION APPLICATION FOR
CHANGE OF USE FROM CLASS B1 (OFFICE) TO CLASS
C3 (DWELLINGS) AT HIGH OAK HOUSE, COLLETT ROAD,
WARE, SG12 7LY FOR HIGH OAK GROUP

The Director of Neighbourhood Services recommended
that, in respect of application 3/13/0946/PO, prior
approval was not required in respect of transport and
highways impacts; contamination risks on site and
flooding risks prior to beginning the development.

After being put to the meeting and a vote taken, the
Committee supported the recommendation of the Director
of Neighbourhood Services as now submitted.

RESOLVED - that in respect of application
3/13/0946/PO, prior approval was not required in
respect of transport and highways impacts;
contamination risks on site and flooding risks prior
to beginning the development.

VALIDATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANNING AND
LISTED BUILDING CONSENT APPLICATIONS - LOCAL
LIST CONSULTATION

The Head of Planning and Building Control submitted a
report inviting Members to consider the ‘local list’
requirements for the validation of planning and listed
building applications. Members were also invited to agree
consultation with relevant stakeholders on the ‘local list'.

The Committee approved the proposal as now detailed.

RESOLVED - that consultation with relevant
stakeholders on the proposed ‘local list’ of
validation requirements for planning and listed
building consent applications be approved.

Page 32



DC

141 ITEMS FOR REPORTING AND NOTING

RESOLVED - that the following reports be noted:

(A) Appeals against refusal of planning
permission / non determination;

(B) Planning Appeals lodged;

(C) Planning Appeals: Inquiry and Informal
Hearing dates; and

(D) Planning Statistics.

The meeting closed at 9.35 pm

Chairman

Date
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